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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
By Guy Hansen, RAFP Executive Director

New Ventures and Challenges
First, let me express my sincere appreciation for Jane's dedication to the
mission of our food pantry and the privilege of working with her for the
past 15 years. Many thanks to those of you who contributed to her
retirement party and gift and/or attended her retirement party at
CAVOC.
2022 brings both new ventures and new challenges. Two of our three
events that normally provide both exposure and income for RAFP were
covid-canceled—again. The March “CANtastic” building with food event
and the May, Spring Fresh Salad Bowl Luncheon, each normally provide
$5,000-$10,000 of donation value to RAFP. Our grant writing team has
worked diligently and successfully to meet the challenge of supplementing
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these shortfalls.
Finding a suitable Pantry Manager replacement in a timely manner was
another challenge successfully completed with the help of both Jane and

RHINELANDERAREAFOOD
PANTRY.ORG

our excellent Planning Committee. Finding Site Managers for our
Saturday food distribution, which Jane also managed, has, also, been
challenging. We had hoped to have a team of Site Managers and Assistant
Managers that can work alternate Saturdays in place by now, similar to
how the Monday and Wednesday food distribution days work. It works
best if there is a team of 2 or 3 for each Saturday. We have 4 volunteers
but need two more to share the Saturday management duties. It's actually
enjoyable and fulfilling. Please consider it and contact Malisa, Courtney
or me!
We are also in need of a new volunteer 'Bookkeeper.” If you can balance
a checkbook, use a computer spread sheet and can spare 10-12
hours/week, this is the perfect job for you.
New ventures include the “Hodag Snack Attack”, “Hodag Food Wagon”
and Badger Boxes – described elsewhere in this newsletter, that provide
somewhat unique ways to combat hunger, as well as, more volunteer
opportunities.
Guy Hansen, RAFP Executive Director

Our Mission:
We strive to achieve food
security for everyone in
our community through
collaboration,
cooperation, advocacy,
resource sharing, and
increased public
awareness.

Working Together to
Build a Hunger-Free
Community
The Rhinelander Area Food
Pantry is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization and your
contribution is tax deductible.
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WELCOME, MALISA!

Malisa Vinger joined RAFP as our
Food Pantry Coordinator on May 13, 2022.
Malisa comes with an extensive background
in retail grocery having worked at Walmart
for over 25 years. This new position is
focused on maintaining the day to day
operations of the Pantry, managing
inventory, supporting volunteers, and
organizing distributions. Malisa not only
brings her experience, skills and expertise
to RAFP, she brings a passion for customer
service and a deep desire to serve our community.
When she's not stocking shelves, driving the forklift or hosting a distribution, she is
spending time with her beautiful family, kayaking, and discovering the joy of her new found
free time!

BADGER BOXES NOW AVAILALBLE
RAFP is excited to offer our customers another resource for high
quality nutritious food. Through our new membership with the
Hunger Relief Federation of Wisconsin, customers can sign up
to receive a free monthly Badger Box.
According to their website: "The Hunger Task Force has been
chosen by the State of Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection to administer $15 million in
federal grant funds to build a stronger, hunger-free Wisconsin.
These funds—made available through the American Rescue Plan
Act—will be used to build capacity at emergency food programs,
feed local families and sustain local food systems. In true Wisconsin fashion, The Hunger Task
Force is building a food box called the Badger Box. Filled exclusively with dairy products,
cheeses, meats, fruits and grains purchased from Wisconsin farmers and food producers, over
18,000 Badger Boxes will be distributed monthly through December through the Hunger Relief
Federation. The Hunger Relief Federation has members representing all 72 Wisconsin counties
and 10 Tribal Nations, so we’ve got the state covered!"
Visit www.hungertaskforce.org/2022/04/06/badger-box-launch/ for more information.
We will be distributing Badger Boxes on the first Thursday of the month from 4-5pm through
December. If you would like to help, contact Malisa at pantry@rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org or
715-369-7237.
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HODAG KIDS: MEALS, LUNCHES & SNACKS

Our mission is to achieve food security for everyone in our community through collaboration and
cooperation. RAFP has been building partnerships with the School District of Rhinelander, the YMCA
of the Northwoods, the Rhinelander District Library, UW Extension FoodWise, and Oneida Leadership
to expand and increase our services focused on children and youth. Through these partnerships,
RAFP has been able to implement new progamming and increase awareness about childhood hunger.
Adequate nutrition is a vital component of childhood development and acedemic success. Our goal is
to help fill the gaps.
WEEKEND FOOD FOR KIDS: In partnership with the School District of
Rhinelander, this program served over 140 students during the 21-22
school year. Volunteers packed over 4,200 bags distributing over 19,000
pounds of food in 30 weeks to school aged children. These bags contain
nutritious, easy to prepare, kid-friendly breakfast and lunch items. Students
can enroll in this program through their school counselor.

HODAG SNACK ATTACK: In partnership with Oneida
Leadership and the School District of Rhinelander, this new
program is focused on supporting the school community by
providing staff and faculty with emergency snacks for
students.
THE HODAG FOOD WAGON: In partnership with the YMCA of
the Northwoods, UW Extension FoodWise, and the Rhinelander
District Library, this program provides children and youth with a
bag of healthy snacks and lunch foods throughout the summer.
This program is in its second year of operation and has expanded
to include two distribution sites.
These programs are volunteer powered and made possible through community partnerships, grants
and donations. If you would like to support our children and youth programs, donations are
appreciated and volunteers are needed. Contact RAFP to learn how you can help.

THE HODAG FOOD WAGON
THURSDAYS 12pm to 1pm
The Rhinelander District Library
and the YMCA Youth Development Center

Free Lunch Bags!
Ends August 25th
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ANNOUNCING THE RACG FARMER'S MARKET TABLE!
The Rhinelander Area Community Garden
(RACG) is hosting a Farmer's Market Table
during distribution throughout the summer.
Customers can "shop" the table for fresh,
local organic produce. The UW Extension
FoodWise Nutrition Educators will also host
the table providing tips, recipes, and
samples.
The RACG grows produce just for our
customers and contributes 3,000 to 5,000
pounds of produce annually to the Pantry.
The RACG is operated in partnership with
the Master Gardeners of the North and is
completely volunteer run.

Tom Jerow, RACG Coordinator

THE GROW BOX PROJECT RETURNS
In an effort to increase access to fresh produce and
provide our customers with the means to grow
vegetables at home, we began The Grow Box Project in
spring 2021. Our goal is to provide our customers with a
container, soil, amendments, and plant starts and
support to grow tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce and
peppers at home. Through this program, RAFP has
provided over 100 customers with a Grow Box set up.
This year we purchased the
Earth Box Original Gardening
System, a sub-irrigated
planter with casters.
Described as a sustainable
system that prevents weeds,
conserves water, and reduces fertilizer usage while
growing bigger plants faster than a conventional
garden.
The Grow Box Project has been generously supported by
The Rhinelander Community Foundation and CoVantage Credit Union.
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HARVEST HOEDOWN 2022

The RAFP Harvest Hoedown will be Saturday, September 24th.
This free community event is loaded with family fun. Events and
activities this year will include horse drawn wagon rides to the
pumpkin patch, free kids' games, live music, craft sale and
demonstrations, bake sale, raffles and more. Keep up to date by
following us on Facebook and visiting our website.

Want to join the fun?
Go to our website to sign up to volunteer, donate a raffle basket or baked goods.
Contact Courtney at 715-369-7237 or by email csmith@rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org.

The Holiday Season is approaching fast. There is no better way to celebrate the holidays
than by giving back. Each year, RAFP provides our Pantry customers with holiday meals.
You can help to make the holidays special by hosting a holiday food drive, donating a
holiday meal complete with all the trimmings, or by donating to RAFP.
Contact the Pantry to learn more.

3 Chances to WIN!
Stop by the Pantry to purchase tickets and pick up tickets to sell!
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UPDATE: 2022 GRANTS
Aspirus Rhinelander Hospital
Foundation Helps to
Fund Weekend Food For Kids Program

Pictured at the donation presentation are (L-R): Representing
RAFP - Lisa Seifert, Mary Tulowitzky, Jane Motowski and
Jackie Popko, Aspirus Rhinelander Hospital Foundation
members - Diana Harris, Leslie Hilgendorf, Amy Vanney and
Brian Paulson.

The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry (RAFP) has been
awarded $5000 for its 2022-23 school year Weekend
Food For Kids (WFFK) Program by a generous donation
from the Aspirus Rhinelander Hospital Foundation. This
grant will go towards the annual operating costs of this
program.

CoVantage Credit Union Helps to Grow The Grow Box Project
The Grow Box Project is a program of RAFP and the Rhinelander Area Community Garden focused
on providing our customers with the tools to grow vegetables at home. CoVantage Credit Union
has generously support our efforts by providing a grant to purchase the planter boxes and soil.

Rhinelander Community Foundation
Funds RACG Project
The Rhinelander Area Community Garden (RACG) received
a grant from the Rhinelander Community Foundation to
fund a fencing restoration project at the Garden. The
project included repairs to the existing fencing and the
installation of critter-proof fencing.
About The RAFP Grant Committee: the team is made
up of 4 volunteers dedicated to funding the services
and programs of RAFP.

Pictured: Courtney Smith, Lisa Seifert, Linda Gary, Ginger
Chrobak, June Heck, Nick Cirilli, Deb Bowns and Carole
Hansen.

GOOD FOOD, GOOD FUN & A GOOD CAUSE
CT's donated 25% of food sales to RAFP that Wednesday evening.
We were there to deliver burgers, sell raffle tickets and promote The
Pantry. Thanks to CT's for generously sponsoring the event, to our
volunteers who prepared the raffle baskets, sold tickets and worked the
event, and to those who came to support RAFP. It was a fun and
profitable evening. We raised $1261. Jane was there and 'won' the first
50:50 raffle.

