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2015 RAFP Opening: Jane Motowski and Guy Hansen center

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
By Guy Hansen, RAFP Executive Director

Jane Motowski, our Food Pantry Manager, will retire May 31,2022.
She has been the face and heart of The Pantry since 2007 and her contributions
will always be valued and remembered. As Pantry Manager, she has been the
primary person responsible for ordering, tracking and helping distribute the
large quantities of good quality food that we provide to our community. And
she is very good at it.
She has had to be a dedicated shopper with a keen eye toward food quality
and customer needs and a willingness to order and store food in bulk to respect
our budgetary needs. She has always been able to keep the freezers adequately
supplied and the distribution shelves well stocked and still insure that our
customers have special food and treats during the holidays. She has capably
managed the distribution of over 8 million pounds of food over the last 15
years. Her knowledge, experience and good memory have also made her a
willing resource for other area pantries.
Jane has always been a strong advocate for our customers and her values will
continue to guide our work. She is always willing to listen, with compassion, to a
customer or volunteer with troubles or joys and provide council appropriately.
Customers and volunteers alike will miss her ready smile and frequent hugs.
We can not express our gratitude enough for her years of service. She will be
missed.
On behalf of all of us at The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry, we wish Jane the
very best.
To celebrate Jane's well deserved retirement, please plan to attend her
retirement party on Thursday, June 2. See you there!!

8AM TO 11:30AM

DISTRIBUTION HOURS:
MON: 3PM TO 5PM
WEDS: 4PM TO 6PM
SAT: 10:30AM TO 1PM*

*NEW SAT HOURS START 4/23
9AM TO 11:30AM
RHINELANDERAREAFOOD
PANTRY.ORG

Our Mission:

We strive to achieve food
security for everyone in
our community through
collaboration,
cooperation, advocacy,
resource sharing, and
increased public
awareness.

Working Together to
Build a Hunger-Free
Community
The Rhinelander Area Food
Pantry is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization and your
contribution is tax deductible.
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2021: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
Continuing to operate under COVID-19 restrictions, RAFP had another successful year in 2021. Weekly food
distributions continued with curbside pick-up. We improved operations to include online ordering and
registration, and food purchasing focused on fresh produce. We also strengthened and built partnerships so
that we could: distribute thousands of Farmers to Families Food Boxes to our community; supply summer
lunch bags to children; and increase access through on site food distributions.
RAFP had to make the tough decision to cancel most of our annual events including CANtastic and the
Garden Fresh Salad Bowl Luncheon. We were able to host the 11th Annual Harvest Hoedown and this
outdoor community event included celebrating RAFP's 15 years of service to the community.
Most important to our success is the support and dedication of our volunteers and community. Thank you!

RAFP 2021 Community Impact:

442,175 Pounds of
Food Distributed to
597 Households

440 Volunteers
Gave Over
14,000 Hours

443,377 Pounds of
Food through the
Farmer to Families
Food Box Program

19,000 Pounds of
Food Delivered to
Homebound

150 Students Received
over 15,000 Pounds of
Food through Weekend
Food For Kids

200 Thanksgiving Meals
& over 150 Christmas
Hams Distributed

4,167 Pounds of
Produce Grown by the
Rhinelander Area
Community Garden

460 Summer
Lunch Bags
Given to Kids

30% of
Customers
Use Online
Ordering

58 Customers
Received a Grow Box
to Garden at Home

To view the RAFP 2021 Annual Report, visit our website About Us page!

Jane's Retirement Party!
SAVE THE DATE! Details to follow.
Please join us to celebrate and honor Jane Motowski.
WHEN: Thursday, June 2nd
WHERE: CAVOC - Cedric A. Vig Outdoor Classroom
4321 Shore Drive, Rhinelander
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NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES!
By Nancy Watry

Know someone who would like to volunteer?
Has your contact information changed?
You can now complete and update your Volunteer Application online!
Visit our website for more information.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Water Color Painting Class with
Studio R Creations & Revitalized Art
Contact: 715-420-2202

Tuesday, May 7th 5pm to 7pm

R & T's Dinky Diner
BENEFITS RAFP

12th Annual Harvest Hoedown
Saturday, September 24th

MOST NEEDED PANTRY ITEMS
Sugar Free Items
Gluten Free Items
Low Sodium Items
Boxed & Canned Meals
Soup
Crackers
Shelf Stable Juice
Rice
Oatmeal

Canned Meat
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Applesauce
Pancake Mix
Peanut Butter
Cooking Oil
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
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LETTER FROM THE PANTRY MANGER
By Jane Motowski

Before I move on to retirement, I would like to
say thank you to all our wonderful volunteers. It
takes a lot of people to make a food pantry work.
It has been my honor and privilege to serve as
manager. I will miss all of you and our customers.
It has always been my motto that there is nothing
better for our souls than helping other people.
Again, thank you all for your help and friendship.
I love you all.

Jane

"There is nothing better for our
souls than helping other people."

PANTRY REOPENING & NEW DISTRIBUTION HOURS!
We are excited to announce that the Pantry will be open for customers to shop during regular
distribution hours beginning Monday, April 18th. Thank you to our Site Managers and
Operations Committee for their extensive work on developing a plan that will continue to
focus on the health of our community while maintaining choice for our customers. We will
also offer pre-ordering, both online and by phone, for customers who would like to continue
with curbside pick-up.
In addition, Saturday distribution hours will change beginning April 23rd. Through customer
and volunteer feedback, we learned that earlier hours would benefit all. Saturday distribution
hours will be from 9am to 11:30am. If you have any questions or would like more
information, please contact the Pantry during our regular office hours.

PANTRY DISTRIBUTION HOURS AS OF APRIL 18TH:
MONDAYS 3PM TO 5PM
WEDNESDAYS 4PM TO 6PM
SATURDAYS 9AM TO 11:30AM
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UPDATE: 2022 GRANTS
By Lisa Seifert

The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry grant writing team has
been very busy over the past several months. It has been a
successful year for the team’s efforts to date.
In January, RAFP was awarded a grant from Cisco Systems
for network equipment to upgrade our current aging network
infrastructure. This will keep the RAFP network stable and
secure for the next five years.
In March, RAFP received a grant to invest in food storage
and distribution equipment. This grant is made possible
through the Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection (DATCP) program providing Feeding
America Eastern Wisconsin with $15 million to purchase
food and improve food pantry infrastructure in our region.
Kwik Trip donated gift cards to RAFP to help purchase
staples. Often the most needed staples are expensive
perishables such as milk, eggs, and bread.

TRIG'S ANNUAL
STUFF-A-TRUCK
By Bill Vancos
The Trig's Stores recently completed
their
the

Stuff-A-Truck
Rhinelander

food

Area

drive

Food

and

Pantry

benefited by receiving $775 and
800 pounds of food.

The Rhinelander Community Foundation awarded RAFP's
Rhinelander Area Community Garden funds towards fencing
repair. The improved fencing will help to keep out garden
pests and increase the garden's organic harvest.
In addition, The Wisconsin Master Gardener’s Association
(WIMGA) has provided a grant to fund an irrigation project at
the Rhinelander Area Community Garden.
Erie Insurance has committed to help RAFP’s Weekend Food
For Kids Program for the 2022-23 school year.
Our grant team is hard at work applying for additional
funding for RAFP projects and programs.

Cathy Mathison, Jane Motowski and Roger
Hornbuckle

Jane

Motowski,

Manager,
appreciation

RAFP

Pantry

expressed

her

for

the

support

RAFP

receives from Trig's all year long, but
especially
campaign.

this

recent

Stuff-A-Truck

In addition to Trig's, a big

Thank You also goes out to all the
customers

that

participated

campaign

and

donated

in

money

this
or

food.
This donation comes at a particularly
important

time

as

donations

are

typically down in the early part of the
year.

We hope to see you at our
2023 Garden Fresh
Salad Bowl Luncheon
Please continue to support our local restaurants, growers
and crafters, and sponsors who have helped us in the past
to make this event successful. We miss not having this
event but feel the safety of our community is most
important during these challenging times.

RAFP PROJECTS: COMING SOON!

Hodag Snack Attack! Leadership Oneida County will
begin a pilot project in May to provide snacks for
students in the School District of Rhinelander.
Hodag Food Wagon - supplemental lunch for kids
this summer in partnership with YMCA of the
Northwoods.
Grow Box Project - garden boxes for customers to
grow fresh produce at home.

