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Guy’s Corner
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VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT HAPPEN!
Our/your Food Pantry could not function
without you – our volunteers. You already know
about the approximately 200 volunteers who come
at least monthly for the Monday, Wednesday and
Saturday food distribution, plus the bi-monthly
home deliveries.
Add the dozens of volunteers who haul the
food from stores, load the freezers and coolers,
sort the produce and donated food, stock the
shelves, bag the soup, repackage the eggs. Then
there are the volunteers who plant, weed, harvest
and prepare the thousands of pounds of food from
our Community Garden and greenhouse plus the
volunteer group that plans, prepares, fills and
delivers the Weekend Food For Kids backpacks
(now bags).
Let's not forget the several volunteers who
build, install, modify and repair things in, on and
around our facility. Need I mention the dozens of
volunteers who show up for special events like the
free food box distribution, cleaning days and fund
raisers like CANtastic, The Salad Bowl Luncheon
and Harvest Hoedown?
New programs like the on-line ordering,
The Hodag Food Wagon, RhineHaus partnership
and garden grow boxes provided still more
volunteer needs. WOW! Thank you, thank you,
thank you!
And we still need more help, specifically:

-Assistant, intermittent Saturday AM Site
Managers
-On-line ordering “Jotform” computer
program assistants
-Soup bagging help
-On line order fulfillment
If you can help with any of these needs,
please contact:
Jane at 715.369.7237 (rafp@frontiernet.net) or
Nancy W.at 715.360.2133
(nancy.watry@gmail.com)
Our three main annual fund raising
events will offer still more chances to help.
Covid permitting in 2022, we will hold:
 CANtastic - “Help Hunger Take a
Holiday” theme The Rouman Cinema
– Feb 26-March 5, 2022
 Garden Fresh Salad Bowl Luncheon
Holiday Acres Resort
– April 30, 2022
 Harvest Hoedown
Woodpecker Bar and Grill – outside
– September 24, 2022
Please mark your calendars – to help or
attend.
As we move forward to help accomplish our
RAFP mission (We strive to achieve food security
for everyone in our community through
collaboration, cooperation, advocacy, resource
sharing and increased public awareness), there will
be other volunteer opportunities. Stay tuned.
Guy Hansen, Executive Director
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Weekend Food for Kids Backpack Program
The Weekend Food for Kids (WFFK)
Backpack Program began the 2021-22 school year
with a distribution on Thursday, September 30. A
total of 157 School District of Rhinelander students
were enrolled in the program on that day and as of
the writing of this article there are 160 students
enrolled in the program. Any elementary
students/families wishing to join the program
should contact their school counselor.
Due to the Covid 19 pandemic, food is again
being packed in plastic bags instead of backpacks
and is delivered to the elementary schools on
Thursdays to be taken home on
Fridays. The plastic bags have
been donated to the program by
Trigs.
This year we have enlisted the
help of the volunteers who had
been helping us before the
pandemic. Those helping with packing the
leakable/crushable items into quart ziplock bags on
Tuesdays are Joy Holquist, Helen Kuczmarski,
Amber McIntyre Barnes, Bev Mangerson, Deb
Peters, Karen Eckert and SandyAnderson. Those
helping pack the grocery bags for distribution on
Thursdays are Mari Vocke, Sue Gaber, Judy
Bromann, Paula Braun, Karen Hall and Judy Skala.
Volunteers who deliver the filled bags to
the elementary schools are LeRoy Eades, Otto
Tulowitzky, Bill Boyd and Gail Fitzgerald.
Assisting me in administering the program
are Gail Fitzgerald and Mary Tulowitzky.
Submitted by Jackie Popko
WFFK Lead Coordinator

By Courtney Smith, Operations Assistant

In partnership with the YMCA of the Northwoods,
RAFP launched a pilot supplemental nutrition
program to address the gap in food assistance
available to children and youth through the
summer. The Hodag Food Wagon provided a free
“lunch bag” once a week beginning on June 24,
2021 and ending on August 27, 2021.
Each Thursday, volunteers would host the Hodag
Food Wagon at Central Elementary School.
Distribution did not require registration and was
open to the community. The Hodag Food Wagon
was able to give 460 bags for a total of 1,587
pounds of food!
This partnership will continue as the YMCA and
RAFP look to ways to continue to provide
nutritional support and food access to children and
youth in our community.
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE UPDATES
(by Nancy Watry)

No different than taking care of your home,
maintenance and improvements are critical to
maintaining the integrity of the building and its
contents. Also, similar to your home, do you ever
have enough storage space? Chances are you could
always use an extra closet or storage space and the
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry is no different either
one of these situations whether it be maintaining
the building or needing additional storage space.
This summer has been a busy time maintaining the
facility and constructing additional storage.
Maintenance - Two service doors were replaced;
one entry door was repaired; and the overhead
door that is the primary entry point for deliveries
to the pantry was also repaired. Labor for the
entry and service doors was donated by a pantry
volunteer to keep expenditures to a minimum.
New Construction - The community garden
volunteers can now store their supplies/materials
in a much needed larger storage shed located next
to the green house in the pantry parking lot.
Thanks to a grant to help
offset the majority of the
cost, a 10’ x 20’ shed was
constructed to replace the
aged 10’ x 8’metal shed.
Tom Jerow and Jan
Sarkauskas, Community
Garden Lead Volunteers,
are delighted to have this
expanded storage space to
better organize and store
their materials. Thanks to coordinated efforts
between Jim Lake, Mary Lake, Roger Watry, Bill
Vancos, and Guy Hansen, the building was
designed and built with no labor costs.

Community Garden
By Tom Jerow

Our food pantry
garden and
greenhouse has
been winding down
for the season and
we had a
FANTASTIC year.
Collectively we
grew 4,221 pounds
of fresh healthy
produce! Carrots
and tomatoes did
amazingly well this
year as did green
beans, broccoli, and new this year brussels sprouts.

The greenhouse accounted for almost 200 pounds of
lettuce. Our garden curator, Tom Jerow, said “I had
NO idea that we could grow such beautiful romaine
and butter crunch lettuce!”. The greenhouse will
continue to operate growing lettuce and spinach
until December 1st.
Thanks to our great crew of gardeners who logged
1,105 volunteer hours planting, weeding, tending,
and harvesting the fresh produce. That’s roughly 4
pounds of produce per hour of gardening! Contact
Tom at 715-401-1578 if you’d like to volunteer at
the garden or greenhouse.
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU
By Linda Gary…
The 6th annual Harvest Hoedown was held
on September 25th. It was a beautiful fall day with
lots of sunshine and smiles. Included this year was
a “thank you” to the community for their support
during the last 16 years, particularly during these
trying times. We celebrated with cupcakes and
numerous door prizes.

This event could not have been held
without the help of our very dedicated volunteers,
Pantry staff and generous community sponsors
either
financially,
in-kind or
perhaps a
beautiful
raffle
basket
donation. Sponsors included, but not limited to, A1 Septic, AirPro Fan & Blower, Bowen’s Bus Service,
Boyd Financial, CoVantage Credit Union, Coyote
93.7, Food for the Mind, Guardians of the Children,
Golden Harvest, Kingsbury Wood Turning, LaSalle
Street Securities, NRG Media, Old School Art &
Learning Center, Park City Credit Union, People’s
State Bank, RCAD, Rhinelander Auto Center,
Rhinelander Woman’s Club, Star Journal, Thrivent
Financial, Trig’s, Western Connection Ranch, Wild
Instincts and WXPR. And last, but not least, we
would like to thank the Woodpecker Bar and Grill
for the generous use of their great facility each
year. And most of all, we want to thank the
community for always supporting the Rhinelander
Area Food Pantry.

Did you know … we sold 262 sandwiches (burgers,
brats, hot dogs), 112 pulled pork plates, 140 lbs. of
fries, 100 bags of snacks and gallons and gallons of
drinks. Seventeen raffle baskets were raffled off
and 300 pumpkins were retrieved in our pumpkin
patch. Tables and tables of yummy baked goods
were sold along with hundreds of items in our
Country Store.
New this year was a “book giveaway” sponsored by
the Rhinelander Woman’s Club and Food for the
Mind. We also had some new activities for the kids
- the Football Toss, Scarecrow Toss and Rope the
Steer. It was such fun seeing
all their happy faces,
particularly the messy ones
after “Bite the Donut.” Bill
Kingsbury was also busy
making tops for the kids to
take home on his wood
turning equipment. One new
highlight was the wonderful
birds that Wild Instincts brought for all to see and
learn about. Tom’s Drawing Board also painted a
“photo wall” so families could take some pics to
add to their memories. We appreciate everyone’s
help so much.
The giant pumpkin
grown by the
Rhinelander Area
Community Garden
weighed 87 lbs. This
year’s winner was
Jackson who guessed
85 lbs.
Congratulations
Jackson!
We are already discussing how we can make next
year’s Hoedown even better. Thanks again for
everything you do for the Pantry.
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Rhine Haus
By Jane Motowski, General Manager

In September the food pantry started a partnership
with Rhine Haus, a low income housing complex, to
provide food to 23 residents wanting to receive
food monthly. Many of the residents are already
members of the pantry but had discontinued
coming for various reasons. The coordinator at
Rhine Haus agreed to pick up the food we would
provide. Once a month residents pre-order grocery
items from a list and then it is filled at the pantry.
They are receiving the same selection of foods that
our customers receive when they come to the
drive-up.
In September, the first month, we provided 1,347
pounds of food to the 23 residents. This month,
October, we will provide for 26 of the 60 residents.
During November we plan to distribute turkey
vouchers and holiday baking supplies. In
December they will be receiving extra meat, as our
holiday gift to them. It is our pleasure to help so
many people.

On-Line Ordering—Great Success
It’s Here!
By Jane Motowski

thought it would be a great thing to offer to our
customers. Courtney spent many hours learning
how to set-up the ordering system. It is an effort
to allow customers to choose some of the foods
we have to offer and get what they need, while
assuring any food that they won’t get won’t go to
waste. The perishables of produce, dairy and meat
selections still need to be placed in their
individual order when they pick it up but
selections are on their order form. The order form
can be changed—easily (I think, Courtney did the
hard part). We are recruiting volunteers to do this
withJotForm.
Customers need to place their on-line orders 48
hours in advance of their pick-up date. We have
volunteers who pack the boxes for pick-up. Their
pickup day and time is the same they currently
used; Monday, Wednesday, or Saturday. The
customer still drives up and picks a number and
waits in line for their turn in picking up, so that is
no different. The same 14 days between visits still
applies. For those that need assistance in
registering or ordering food, the pantry is more
than happy to help. For those without computer
access they can call the pantry and ask to place an
order ; however they must do it 48 hours before
their pick-up so that the volunteers can fill the
order, not the day of pick-up. We hope we don’t
have too many of these but are willing to do if it
can help our customer.
We have had great success from 2 to 15 preorders every time since August. It took a little
getting used to for our customers, as well as the
distribution groups. To order on-line they can go
to our website or Facebook page and follow the
screen.
https://www.rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org/

Since
August 5, 2021 we have offered a new service to
our customers, on-line ordering. Jane, Guy, and
Courtney visited the Antigo Food Pantry and
We will continue to tweak things as we go forward.
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ZOO BOO - 2021

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

By Guy Hansen

The Wildwood Wildlife
Park Nature Center holds their
family-oriented Zoo Boo event
each year before they 'buttonup' the Park for the winter.
They do have quite a selection
of animals and there must be
some special things going on that day because
families start lining up for the 1 PM gate opening
an hour ahead of time. All the children come
decked out in their Halloween costumes as do
many of the adults and most of the staff that we
see.
The 'Park' owners support both the
Minocqua and Rhinelander Pantries by providing
free admission for children with a food donation.
We participated again this year, from noon – 5 p.m.
on October 9, by bringing 25-30 milk crates and
several bins to the entrance, then accepting,
boxing and hauling the donated food.
Many thanks to our RAFP Zoo Boo
volunteers for collecting our portion of the
donations –844 pounds of food and $108.
Volunteers were Dan Wilson and his daughter Chris
and Guy Hansen to haul empty milk crates to the
site. Second shift was Rick and Candy Preu plus
Carl Williams to haul food in full milk crates back to
Rhinelander pantry.

Terri Lammert from St. Mark Lutheran Church
stopped by to drop off a generous donation of
school supplies. Thank you St. Mark’s for your
continued support!

Rhinelander TSA
Through the 12th Annual Fed Feeds Family
Campaign they gathered 102 pounds of food!

Courtney Smith (RAFP), Jan Morreau, Bobbi BirkLaBarge, Karen Paine of TSA, and Jane Motowski
(RAFP).
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Red Arrow Donates
What a great way to end the work week. Employees
of Red Arrow products stopped by to make a
donation. We appreciate their commitment in
helping us to build a hunger free community. Thank
you.

Trinity Lutheran Church Raises Money
To Support The Fight Against Hunger
2021
Trinity Lutheran Church recently held a rummage
sale with the proceeds earmarked to fight hunger.
Accordingly, half of the $1,400 raised was donated
to the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry and the
balance was donated to the World Hunger
organization.

Maria Henning and John Beckman present the check
to Jane Motowski.

Pictured are Kitty Mork, Jan Johnson and Yvonne
Molinski from Trinity presenting the donation to
Jane Motowski, RAFP General Manager. Thank you
for your support.
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For more information on volunteering and helping the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry, call Jane Motowski, General Manager at 715-3697237(rafp@frontiernet.net) or Guy Hansen, Executive Director at 715-282-5810 (gch@newnorth.net)
The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found on line at
http://ascr.usda.gov/complaintfilingcust.html or at any USDA office, or call (866)632-9992 to request a letter containing all of the information
requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202)690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov

Culver’s of Rhinelander
620 W. Kemp St | Rhinelander WI, 54501
(715) 369-1800

