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Guy’s Corner
Guy Hansen

RAFP Executive Director

Harvest Hoedown? You May Not
Recognize It
The joint RAFP/NATH Harvest Hoedown
planning team just decided that we could not, in
good conscience, hold this family-oriented event on
September 26, even, (or especially) following the
anticipated phased reopening guidelines! We will be
working with local musician, Scott Kirby, and
others to create an alternate, probably audio/video
event on or about that date. We hope to incorporate
some of the aspects of Harvest Hoedown music,
food, wagon ride and activities in some way. We
hope the public will fondly remember past
‘Hoedowns’ and anticipate the sixth one in 2021.

some manner. Team members have many ideas
about what may be done. Three of us will meet this
week to draft a potential, alternate event plan. It’s
an exciting opportunity to try a new and different
family-oriented event that may extend over more
than just one day.
Stay tuned—we will need your help and/or
support.
--Guy Hansen—Executive Director and Harvest
Hoedown Team Member
Farmer’s to Family
Free Food
June 3 -Box #1 produce, dairy, meat
June 10 –
Box #2 produce and dairy
June 17 -- Box #3 produce
Anyone is eligible. No requirements to meet.
You do not need to be registered at food pantry.
Giveaway will start approximately at 10:30
entering behind the pantry from Carr Street
exiting on to Coon

NOTICE - EFFECTIVE
6/1/2020
INCOME REQUIREMENTS HAVE
CHANGED DUE TO COVID-19.
Horses from Western Connection

The good news is that our major sponsor,
CoVantage Credit Union, is still ‘onboard’ with
whatever we plan. ‘The Woodpecker’ owners will
participate in any way they can, and Western
Connection horses and wagons are available in

Oneida County Residents with a household income
less that 300 percent of poverty level are eligible to
receive food. See website.
https://www.rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org
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RAFP Announces 2021 CANtastic
Theme
Participating teams suggest themes for the next
year’s competition. This year a ‘holiday’ theme was
the most popular. The 11th CANtastic theme in 2021
will be ‘Help Hunger Take a Holiday’.
We anticipate that it will be about the same time,
April or March 2021, at the Rouman Cinema. Now,
with our extra ‘Covid-19’ at-home time, potential
team members may have more time to plan their
2021 holiday –related structures. Start thinking!

Garden Fresh Salad Bowl Luncheon at
Holiday Acres Canceled Due to Covid19 Safety Guidelines
We were well on our way with plans for the May
2, 2020 event. Participating restaurants were
committed, the musician was selected and paid for,
lettuce and ornamental plant pots were growing,
sponsors were ‘on board’ and some tickets were
already sold. Our spring fund raiser/community
event was, however, a Covid victim along with all
other spring and summer events. We’ll be ready for
2021.
Fortunately, we applied for and received a $10,000
grant from the Marshfield Clinic Health System to
be used for Covid-19 related food and PPE
expenses. This will more than replace what we
usually raised from the ‘Salad Bowl’!

RAFP Continues safe practices with
Covid-19 guidelines followed
Since the pandemic started we have been trying to
make the Food Pantry a safe place to volunteer and
work. This is our ritual we have put in place.
Cleaning the pantry has become a priority every
morning and before distributions.
Our cleaning solution (if anyone is interested) is 4
Tbls. of bleach to 8 cups of hot water.
 Jane and Chris’s clothes and hands are
taking a beating……..lol.
 We are wiping down all entrance door
handles inside and out and mailbox.
 We are wiping down bathroom light
switches, sink handles and railings.
 Every morning we wipe down all handles on
the sinks in both kitchens.
 We wipe down telephone, keyboards, desk
and file cabinet pulls.
 We wipe down all distribution white tables.
 We wipe down all handles on distribution
coolers.
This takes about a half hour in the morning.
After every distribution all carts are taken outside
and sprayed with Odoban.
When volunteers enter the building we ask that they
wash their hands with instructions above the sinks
and we’re asking that they wear masks and gloves
at all times.
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Food Giveaway!

Week one

This year for the first time we were offered the
opportunity to give a semi load of food away...for
free. As everyone knows I just can't turn down
FREE. The program called Farmers to Families
offered to us by FCAP(Food Card Assistance
Program) through Feeding America. Now that is a
LOT of Food! I was concerned we could not
distribute it all in one day and would have no way
to store it (anyone who KNOWS me knows I HATE
food waste). So I asked could we take 1/2 a load
and thanks to Neighbors Place in Wausau, who took
the other 2/3, it happened! A full looong semi can
hold 30 pallets about 6 feet high! Half was over 700
25 # prepacked, sealed boxes. They all held a mix
of meat, dairy and produce.
The next distribution dates are June 10th (dairy and
produce) and 17th (all produce). The great part of
this program is there are no requirements to meet.
ANYONE can get one just by waiting in line to get
it.
It is WONDERFUL to be able to help so many in
the community. Because someone does not meet
our income guidelines does not mean they can't
need a little extra help. It is really nice to help at a
time when so many can use a helping hand. (All my
worrying for nothing). All the boxes were gone in 2
1/2 hours. And people were still coming looking for
them through distribution that night!
Hope you are all well and staying safe.
Jane Motowski, General Manager

Each box was 25 pounds and contained meat
(cooked chicken), dairy (yogurt and cheese) and
produce (various vegetables). We gave away
18,375 pounds of food from 10:30 AM to 1 PM. It
was provided through the Food Card Assistance
Program (FCAP) even though it was free to anyone.
Same procedure for the next Wednesday but Jane
says there will be no meat in the boxes.

Farmers to Families
Volunteers ready to load free food

Face Masks
Thanks to our volunteer Linda M Krebsbach
for picking up masks from the Oneida County

Health Department for the volunteers at the Pantry.
Thank you Oneida County Health Department for
making us SAFE!
Drive Up ‘Farmers to Families’ Week One
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Brekke donation
Dan and Kerry Brekke donated 214 pounds of
butter and cheese bought at Trigs. Dan wanted to
help out the farmers so he called the Wisconsin
Dairy Association and they said making cheese and
butter uses more milk than just buying milk. He got
the idea from the man in the state that bought 100
gallons of milk for food pantries from Kwik Trip
and Kwik Trip donated 20 gallons.

Pizza Ranch
Thank you to
Lynne Larsen,
Manager of
Pizza Ranch,
who dropped
of numerous
gift cards for a
promotion that
Lynn Motowski,
Larson, Manager
Jane
General Manager was held in May.
Pizza Ranch
& Jane
RAFP
& Lynne
Larsen Manager
Motowski
- GM of RAFP
Pizza
Ranch

McDonalds
Dan and Kerry Brekke

O'Reilly Auto Parts
They did a food drive for us. It lasted a week and
customers and employees donated almost 700
lbs. The store has 6 employees. WOW!

Customers received a
free face mask as they
went through
McDonalds drive thru
on April 25th. The
owners Steve Kilian
Sr., & Steve Kilian Jr.
donated a percentage of the days sales to RAFP
which came to over $1000. Thank you to everyone
who participated.

Rhinelander Café & Pub
One could support a local business and the
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry during the pandemic
by order Easter dinner from Rhinelander Cafe &
Pub. It was take out with curbside pickup and you
select a local non-profit to receive 20% of sale. The
food pantry was one of the nonprofits. No
information available at this time on how much we
received.

Katie Stolzman Manager O'Reilly Auto Parts
& Tash Fralick, Associate Manager
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Rhinelander Woman's Club

LED Bulb Installation Cost Recouped
by Reduced Electrical Bills

They provided a donation of $2,000 to the Food
Pantry to aid in the purchase of food for area
families in need. Cindy Goll, GFWC President,
stated April 24th marked the 130th anniversary of
the Women's Organization, and with a long history
dedicated to supporting this community, they
wanted to show their support again during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Two years ago we applied for and received a
Focus on Energy grant to subsidize replacing all of
The Pantry lighting with LED bulbs. Wireline,
from Tomahawk, does this grant related work and
installed the new bulbs in the existing fixtures
during September, 2018. Thankfully they also took
away all 195 old bulbs.

Guy Hansen, RAFP Executive Director, expressed
his appreciation to the GFWC for this and all their
past support. RAFP is marking their 15th
Anniversary, and the Women's Club has supported
the Food Pantry with donations and volunteer time
since the very beginning.
The timing of this donation is also good because it
occurs during the annual RAFP Spring Challenge,
where all donations of non-perishable food items or
monetary gifts, during the months of March and
April, qualified for a partial match from an
anonymous donor.

The Food Pantry's "New" Stove
You may remember in the March Newsletter's
Kitchen Remodel article Jane said that the only
thing left to do was to get a new oven. Well--we
did it.
Obtaining an electric stove and oven would make it
much easier to comply with building code
requirements. Commercial grade new stoves are a
bit pricey. It turns out that Wayne Kulhanek, owner
of NOW Equipment, had a used stove in very good
condition that met our requirements and the price
was right. We wrote for and received a grant
from the WI PEO Sisterhood for the exact cost of
the stove and rewiring required--$2095. Thank you
local PEO members.
Wayne delivered the stove last month and Roger
Watry modified the cabinet opening slightly, so it
fit in place exactly. It works well and will facilitate
additional kitchen use. This has resulted in smiles
on the faces of both staff and volunteers.

The improved lighting was apparent
immediately. The much improved safety aspect of
not having our volunteers continuously replacing 4foot-long bulbs from tall step ladders will be
realized over time. LED bulb life expectancy is
50,000-100,000 hours.
The total bulb replacement cost was $3,482 minus
our $1,215 Focus on Energy rebate leaving an
actual cost of $2,167. Our electric bills have been
reduced by an average of $120/month with no
reduction in freezer or cooler use. The bulbs have
now been in use for 19 months. We have, therefore,
saved $2,280 over that time. The bulb replacement
costs have been paid for. This is a good return on
our investment.
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Another Way to Help 'The Pantry'
Do you have insurance through Thrivent
Insurance (formerly Lutheran Brotherhood or
AAL)?
Would you like to help sponsor a Food Pantry
event like The Garden Fresh Salad Bowl
Luncheon?
Each Thrivent 'member' can apply for two
$250 Thrivent 'Action Team ' Grants from
Thrivent Insurance each year. The grant can
be used for any nonprofit event or portion of an
event such as: food, advertising materials or
entertainment. For example, as a Thrivent
member, I apply for and receive two $250
grants each year—to pay for Salad Bowl
Luncheon advertising and Harvest Hoedown
pumpkins.
It's easy to apply by computer and takes
less than 10 minutes. Simply log into your
Thrivent account using your ID and password,
enter the verification code provided, and select
Thrivent Action Teams under MY THRIVENT,
then 'Apply now'. Enter the event date, name,
event summary, number of volunteers and how
the grant will be spent, then check a couple of
boxes and click on submit! Then sit back and
wait for their response – and the $250 credit
card. It's as easy as that. I'll help if you need
it.
Guy Hansen, Exec. Director

WEEKEND FOOD FOR KIDS (WFFK)
BACKPACK PROGRAM YEAR END
REPORT
The last WFFK backpack program distribution for
the 2019-2020 school year was on Thursday, May
28th. We served 4,246 kids meals for an average of
137 kids per week over the 31 weeks of distribution.
The total weight of the
food provided was 16,686
pounds.
The only new addition to
the menu this year was
spaghetti noodles and
sauce which was well
received because it was a
meal that fed the entire
family.
Backpacks were distributed as usual at the
elementary schools through March 12. When the
kids left school on March 13 with their full
backpacks they were heading into their spring break
week and as it turned out they never returned to
classes after that. During the week of March 16 all
schools in the State of Wisconsin were closed as
part of the Safer at Home initiative due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Jackie Popov, lead coordinator
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Community Garden
The gardeners have been extremely busy. They
distributed over 350 vegetable plants to customers
to encourage everyone to grow some food. They
were extremely happy to get plants because they
have been scarce at stores due to high demand

Thank You ---Grant Writing Team
The grant writing team has been doing an awesome
job writing for grants. It takes research and time to
find grants that we qualify for. Then they have to
write for them and we wait and see if we are
awarded. Recently we received a composter for the
Community Garden and a monetary grant to buy
food so that ‘no one in our community goes hungry.
There are many others – some we get, some we
don’t. With the Covid-19 Pandemic we have had to
cancel all of our scheduled money makers, so the
grants were really welcome. Thank you to the team
of Lisa Seifert, lead grant writer, Linda Gary,
Carole Hansen, Terri Timmers, and Jan Sarkauskas
for all your work. You are truly appreciated!
--Nancy Eisele, Volunteer

Volunteer Picnic
They’re also extremely busy getting the garden
planted on Thayer Street across from Hodag Park.
We’ve harvested an abundance of asparagus,
rhubarb and lettuce from our garden & greenhouse
operations.
According to our garden curator, Tom Jerow, we
can always use more help. They work on
Monday’s, Wednesday’s and Friday’s from 9 to
noon. You may call him at 715-401-1578 for more
information. They follow social distancing
guidelines created specifically for community
gardens. No gardening experience is necessary.

Mark your calendars now but stay tuned!!!
We have the 2020 Volunteer Picnic scheduled for
July at Tom Jerow's house has been cancelled.

Help Still Needed
Produce handlers–(Mon, Wed, and especially Fri AM)
Home Delivery drivers;
Senior Day help distribution 2nd & 4th Mondays 11:451:30
Back-up -- Publicity Chair
Back-up Financial Secretary

Call Jane Motowski, General Manager
715-369-7237
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For more information on volunteering and helping the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry, call Jane
Motowski, General Manager at 715-369-7237(rafp@frontiernet.net) or Guy Hansen, Executive Director
at 715-282-5810 (gch@newnorth.net)
The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found on line at
http://ascr.usda.gov/complaintfilingcust.html or at any USDA office, or call (866)632-9992 to request a letter containing all of the
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202)690-7442 or email at
program.intake@usda.gov

Culver’s of Rhinelander
620 W. Kemp St | Rhinelander WI, 54501
(715) 369-1800

