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The new double door, reach-in cooler is now in place.
It was obtained from, and installed by, John Neuens
Refrigeration at his cost (thank you, John!). It was
purchased with grant money from Plum Creek and the
ELCA Hunger Appeal.

This lighted cooler will display produce from the
Community Garden and individual home gardens as
well as other refrigerated food. The sink (when fully
installed) and cooler will definitely improve produce
handling and presentation this summer

On May 17 & 18, volunteers helped carpenter Wayne
Stevens install a door on the basement elevator
opening and a wall to separate the future “office” and
sink areas in the pantry. The door had been ordered
as part of the original (2005) building remodeling and
was still at DCI Building Center. The Thrift Shop and
the pantry split the door cost and the Panty installed it.

The door should significantly reduce heat loss from
the basement this winter. The elevator hydraulic
reservoir will now need to be insulated and heated
however, to insure continued winter elevator
operation.

The new wall and the placement of the new cooler will
separate the food and produce handling area from the

Health Dept. This sink area will provide a place to
receive and handle produce and as to store and sort
donated food.

Don’t “Almost” Volunteer

Life can get in the way of good intentions. Thank
you for taking time to volunteer at the RAFP and
making a real difference in our community!

rest of the pantry as suggested by the Oneida County |.

Help Spread the Word

The RAFP sends a thank you letter for each donation
we receive. If anyone does not receive a letter, they
should let us know to be sure our records are correct.

The RAFP has received almost $25,000 in grants in
the 2 years since we opened. The grants have
enabled us to buy a walk-in freezer, the new cooler,
food for distribution, and funds for the garden to get
started last year.

Recently, RAFP has received a $2000 grant from
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA). The
ELCA grant, along with a part of a Plum Creek grant,
were used to purchase our new pantry cooler. The
remainder of the Plum Creek $3000 grant will be used
for ongoing and future projects.

We are excited to have 2 new volunteer grant writers,
Tanya Meyer and Nancy Stefonek. Tanya and Nancy
will join Nancy Vevea in this vital roll of seeking out
and writing requests for grant money that helps us
feed the hungry in our community.

Thanks to the Knights of Columbus who will
be doing shelf cleaning this summer!
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We are currently in need of:

1 or 2 individuals to work Monday mornings
sorting and stocking shelves.

2 individuals to occasionally make Saturday
Home deliveries of groceries.

Back-up volunteer coordinator

Please call Mary Patterson, Volunteer
Coordinator, at 362-9195 if you have questions or
interest in these positions.

New Computer Needed

The RAFP is in need of a newer computer,
preferably one with Microsoft XP. If you might be
in a position to donate, please call Jane at 369-
7237.
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A Note from the RAFP Volunteer Auto-Withdrawal Donations
Coordinator Since the RAFP has changed their fiscal
Thank you to all our dedicated volunteers! agent, we are no longer able to accept
Your commitment to help those in need automatic credit card donations.

enriches us all. However, we are happy to provide

The motto "Justice for all" hangs in the Food automatic withdrawal from your checking
Pantry and is an important message for us to or saving account. Auto-donations are
keep in mind as we work at RAFP. Each wonderful because it helps us budget
individual and family we assist is deserving of appropriately.

the utmost respect, kindness and a warm
welcome. We thank you for remembering this donating is easy. Complete an

as you go about RAFP work. authorization form available at the RAFP
"# or by calling Ginger Chrobak, RAFP

treasurer at 362-9466 or Dee Wiernasz,

Associated Bank at 362-6955.

Getting setup for auto-withdrawal

Currently there are 31 pigs out in our community collecting money
for the RAFP! Well, not exactly pigs that oink, rather pink piggy
banks. We have collected over $500.00 and they are good publicity
for helping us feed the hungry in our community.

A coordinator will soon be on board to take responsibility for finding
locations (businesses) to “adopt” a pig and for collecting donations.
Thank you to the many board members who have pigs that they
have “adopted”, and empty them at regular intervals.

If you have ideas for businesses that might be willing to “adopt” pig,
please call Ginger at 362-9466.

"Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve. " - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Exceptional Community-Minded Person Honored

At a small appreciation party in May, Lois Blonski was presented with a plaque expressing
appreciation from RAFP, a gift of Chamber Bucks to buy something fun, a lovely bouquet of flowers
(compliments of Cathy Cleland) and wonderful refreshments thanks to Linda Krebsbach and Joanne
Guzik. It was all made possible by donations from the steering committee.

The plaque read--"Presented to LOIS BLONSKI with great appreciation for her vision for the hungry,
commitment to her community, strength as our first food pantry manager." RHINELANDER AREA
FOOD PANTRY

Lois served as the RAFP Manager since the pantry inception, and we wish her the best in
“retirement”.




